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exhibiting

“First Rose” 

16” x 20”

“Peaks and Valleys” 
22” x 28”

“Water-lilies”     
 
18” x 24”
An accomplished pianist who taught piano for 45 years, Tessie was looking for a new passion.  She found it when she attended her first “Watercolors on rice-paper” workshop at the Senior Center in September 2005.

Tessie had never painted before and “First Rose” is one of her first efforts.  Tessie has been painting since, practicing her brush-strokes at work.  “Water-lilies” was painted 7 months later.  Tessie thought she would not like landscape painting but decided to give it a try and loved it!  “Peaks and Valleys” is Tessie’s second landscape painting.
“I aspire to be a great artist but I am convinced I am too lazy so it won’t happen.  However I am envious of other people’s greatness” – Tessie Chua-Chiaco
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Tessie was born in the Philippines, started learning piano at age 4, her first performance was at age 5 and started teaching when she was 17 years old.  When 
Tessie was in her 20s, against her parent’s wishes, she 
moved to Germany for 3 years to study German and 
teach piano.  Tessie relocated to California in 1966.  
This youthful senior is a busy lady even though 
she is in semi-retirement – she married Barry 
last year, continues to teach piano, 
paint and travels frequently to the 
Philippines.
As you can see, Tessie is hardly the lazy sort.
Tessie has a flair for this spontaneous style of 
painting – especially when she is under time pressure.

I have seen Tessie paint amazingly well with freedom
and energy when we are cheering her on to finish!  
Tessie free-styles in landscapes as I imagine the way she does
with the piano.
