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exhibiting
“Camellia”    16” x 20”
“Pansies”      11” x 14” 
“Cactus”       11” x 14”
Karen Geller-Shinn is originally from Kansas.  She has a degree in Fine Arts from Kansas State University.  Karen remembers getting her first watercolor set when she was 5 and continues to paint when she can.  She has worked with oils ceramics, silver work – specializing in oils and pictorial compositions.

As Karen had problems with the Western watercolor style of painting, she thought she would give Chinese 
watercolors on rice-paper a try and started in September 2005 at the Senior Center.  Karen found that when 
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“My family told me I was a complete ..... when I was painting with Western watercolors.  When painting in front of the subject, I painted every single thing I saw, every single blade of grass, every single petal, every detail.  I drove myself nuts.  The Chinese watercolors on rice-paper approach is completely different – the traditional way is to study the subject and then go away and paint the essence of it.  This really suits me as I’m no longer driven crazy trying to paint every single thing” – Karen Geller-Shinn.

Karen has such a wonderful sense of humor and her delicate flower paintings are a joy to see.  According to Karen, she puts her college degree to good use when painting on rice-paper.
“Camellia” is Karen’s very first watercolors on rice-paper painting.  “Pansies” is an original composition, painted 5 months later and “Cactus” also an original composition was painted in January 2007 after a fairly long break.  You can see Karen has not lost her touch!
Karen works at the Senior Center in charge of public relations.  She was previously editor and chief of Petersen photographic magazine.  She has worked in photography for 18 years and loves to square dance.
